
Withholding the image

Here are the texts and links to the activities we saw:

1.! Romeo and Juliet
! This activity is from my book 
! (‘Images’’ OUP: http://goo.gl/BJFRl)

! Romeo and Juliet are dead. They are lying 
! on the floor in a bedroom. The floor is very 
! wet. Romeo and Juliet are surrounded by 
! lots of pieces of broken glass. There is a 
! shelf above them. There is no one in the 
! house and there is no sign of a break in. 
! The house is located next to a railway track. 
! Can you explain what happened?

2.! Disabled access friendly
! http://www.disabled-accessfriendly.com/

! This is the site that I mentioned. Some really great stuff here. It is full of lesson 
! plans for English teachers that aim to raise important issues that lend themselves 
! very well to discussion classes, for example. The activity based on the picture book 
! that I mentioned, Susan Laughs, can be seen on this page:  http://goo.gl/FGKgA
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3.! Blue tongue 

(To introduce the present perfect continuous)

* Tell students that you have a photograph of a fan. Ask them to guess what type of fan it 
could be.

* Tell students that it is a Beşiktaş fan. Ask them to guess what colours they will see in the 
photograph.

* Tell students that a part of the fan’s face is blue. Ask them to guess what is blue and why. 
In other words:

What has he been doing?
(Answer: He has been licking a blue lollipop)

Image here: http://goo.gl/jhxUO

4.! Mogadishu shark

(To compare the present perfect and the present perfect continuous)

Tell students that a group of young men are running through the streets of Mogadishu in 
Somalia. They look jubilant. Ask students to guess:

What they have been doing! (Answer = they have been fishing)
What they have done! ! (Answer = they have caught a shark)

Image here: http://goo.gl/PJVaV

5.! Chickens

(To compare the verbs wear and carry)

Tell students that they are going to see a photograph of a married couple from the United 
Kingdom. Tell them that he is carrying a chicken and she is holding a chicken. Ask 
students to explain.

Image: http://goo.gl/5awkl
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6.! Picturetelling: Bournemouth Beach

For this one, use questions to students to drive the description:

The photograph was taken on a beach in the United Kingdom.

Q: Who has been to the UK? Do you go to any beaches? How do they compare to 
beaches here in Turkey?

The photograph was taken in March 2011.

Q: Can you guess what the weather is like in this picture?

It is a beautiful day. The sun is shining and there’s not a cloud in the sky.

Q: What else do you expect to see in the photograph? (Elicit as much as possible)

In the picture, a man and a woman are sitting on a deckchair facing the sea.

Q: Do you know what a deckchair is? Can you guess?

It is a foldable chair for the beach. It is made of wood and canvas.

Q: I think that the man and woman must be in a relationship.

What makes me think that? (Elicit as many ideas as possible)

Well, he has his arm around her waist and they look happy. They are smiling and they are 
wearing sunglasses. In the background, there is a famous fish and chip shop.

This photograph is going to appear in the Guinness Book of Records.

Q: Can you guess why?

Image: http://goo.gl/DlMY4
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7.! Picturetelling: Two Parisian artists

Use the following text or simplify it as you like. Pre-teach any language that is necessary. 
Tell students that you are going to describe a photograph. After repeating the description a 
few times, ask students to draw the image as they imagine it.

This is one of those photographs that captures a moment of street life - a split second that 
would otherwise have been lost forever. It is a black and white photograph that was taken 
on a Parisian bridge. The sky looks grey and the trees that line the Seine are bare. This 
looks very much like a lazy Autumn day. I imagine that it is a Sunday. On the bridge, there 
are two Parisian artists at work - a painter and a photographer. Perhaps they know each 
other. Or perhaps they have never met. The painter is painting the view from the bridge. 
The photographer is photographing the scene on the bridge. The artists are not alone. In 
between them, two curious passersby have stopped on the bridge to watch them at work. 
Passerby number one is discretely looking over the painter's shoulder, trying to catch a 
glimpse of the canvas, possibly hoping that he doesn't get caught. He is standing with his 
hands behind his back and in his hands he is holding a chain. Passerby number two is 
looking in the opposite direction. She is more interested in the photographer. She is staring 
directly at him, less worried about being discrete.

Ask students to compare their drawings. Ask them to find 6 differences in their drawings 
and make a note of these.

Ask students how many people they included in their drawings. They will say four. Tell 
them that there are only two people in the photograph. Ask them if they can explain. They 
can ask you questions in an attempt to work out why there are only two people.

Image here: http://goo.gl/DKQfM
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8.! Picturetelling: Love and chaos

i. Tell students that you are going to describe a photograph. Ask them to listen and decide 
whether or not they think they have seen the photo before.

This photograph communicates a striking contrast between violence on one hand, and 
love on the other. In the very centre of the picture, a young man and a young woman are 
engaged in a passionate kiss. They are surrounded by a large disorderly crowd of angry 
protesters. The protesters are engaged in a brutal struggle with some riot police. The 
young couple seem unfazed by the chaos around them. Perhaps they are so in love that 
they are unaware of it. Or perhaps they are aware of it but they just don’t care.

ii. Ask students to find the photograph on their mobile phones (using an image search 
site). They will almost certainly find Richard Lam’s iconic photograph of the ‘kissing 
couple’ which was taken during the 2011 Stanley Cup riot in Vancouver (http://goo.gl/
wctK3).

iii. Ask students to decide which of the following statements they agree with and ask them 
to share ideas.

* The man and woman are so in love that they are unaware of what is happening around 
them.

* The man and woman are so in love that they don’t care what is happening around them.
* There is another explanation.

iv. Ask students to find out the story behind the photograph (the when, where, why, what, 
and who). This can be done as a homework. When students know some of the facts 
behind the image, you can also show the a video clip of the incident in which the man and 
the women were knocked to the ground by riot police: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ib-n-5Go55k

Ask students to consider how much the story and facts behind the photograph contradict 
the apparently romantic kiss that the photograph portrays.

v. Now tell students that they have been misled - the text was not a description of the 
above photograph - it refers to a completely different image (this one: http://goo.gl/pyEJQ). 
Tell students that there is a fundamental difference between the two photographs but don’t 
let them see the new one. Ask students to guess / work out what the fundamental 
difference is (the answer is that the new photograph is an advert).
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Note: Students will almost certainly start by looking for differences in composition and 
content. Questions could include:

* Are they lying down or standing up?
* Is it nighttime or daytime?
* Is there a police officer in the foreground of the picture?

Questions like these, however, will not take learners in the direction required. In order to 
‘see’ the fundamental difference between the two images, they are required consider 
aspects of genre. Any of the following learner-to-teacher questions might be more useful:

* Is there a connection between the two images?
* Is it the same couple in both images?
* Is the second image a photograph?
* Did the second image appear in newspapers?
* Is the second image a news image?
* Did the people in the second image know that they were being photographed?
* Was the second image set up?
* Was the second image created after the first image?

Thanks again and all the best
Jamie

PS There are more image and video activities on my website LessonStream
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